1. INTRODUCTION 

The Birifor live in the northwestern part of Ghana, and just over 
the border In Burkina Faso. The research within this paper was 
conducted among those living in the northwestern part of Ghana, in 
both the Northern and Upper West Regions. The population estimates 
within Ghana have been from 60,000 to 110,000. They live mostly in 
rural areas, being comparatively untouched by recent outside 
influences, including the benefit of higher education. Birifor is 
classified by Naden (1989) as belonging to the Oti-Voltal gpoup of the 
Central Gur language feunily. 

Presently, I know of no other published works in English discussing 
linguistic processes in Birifor. Some unpublished manuscripts have been 
written on Northern Birifor (spoken primarily in Burkina Faso) by Brian 
Woodford and Lynn Franklin as well as on Southern Birifor (spoken 
primarily in Ghana) by Evita Ratcliffe. 

Tone has not been discussed in this paper; however, Birifor does have high 
and low phonemic tones. This has been covered in an unpublished 
manuscript by myself. 

The data presented is based on the speech of Pastor Daniel Tampuri, a 
Birifor man from Belcma, Ghana, as well as the unpublished works by Evita 
Ratcliffe (phonology word lists, an initial phonology of Birifor). 



More specifically, Birifor is part of the Northwest subgroup of 
the Western subfamily of Oti-Volta. Some of the other languages in 
this grouping are Moore, Frafra, Dagaari, Wall and Safalaba. 
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